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1. Attention is eallsd to the address® delivered by Fred Oslssmor at a spacial
- coremogy In Gothe on 24 May 1950, and published 4in Heues Deutschlsnd on 25

May. As Qelssner is now the leading theoretician of the SEJ, and as he is

the closest friend of "alter Ulbriecht, his statements uswally warrant serious

atudy. The fact that the SED through one of its most prominent gpokasmon

announces that it has abandoned the concept of sttaining socizlism through

demoeratic means, and that only revolutionary methods will erahle them 4o

reach that goal, is believed %o be most sigmificaat.

2. Polit/Kultur functionaries st a Farty cell meeting in May showsd greet embarrase-
ment whon an offieial raised the question whother the threat of resorting to re~
velublonary methods is not in faet the umderlying purpose of East Jorman rearmament.

25X1A 3. It may be pointed out again that, since the EYD in West Germany is avowsdly a
brench of the SED, controlied and centrally guided by the Politbliro of the SED,
any policy sdopted by the SED applies equally %o the XPD.

—anmenj;_:_ For the bonefit of thoss who may not have seen the toxt of
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Calasneris spaech, the followlns summary is glven:

In his sddress Oelasner inveinha asainst the "thenrv? nf tha snacial Gavman eend
to socialimm, a heresy to vhich Anton Ackermann once succumbed. Harking beck
%0 the firat Party (Unity) Conference of the SED in 1946 which passed a resolu—
“lon titled "¥rinciples and Aims", Oclsaner complains that the perfectly intel~
liglble sent=nce: "The basic prersquisite to the fourdimg of a socialist society
is the sssumption of political power by the working class™ has been deliterately
misconsirusd in ap "opportunistic! sense not intended. The political power of
the working class, he polnts ont, is in no way distinguished from the dictator-
T ship of the proleteriat as inmposed by Stalin and Lenin im 1917 in Russia. To
believe that Germany could follow its own spec¢ial way in arriving at a socialist
ovder, disponsing with a dietatorship of the proletariat, is s deviationist con~
cept. The wrong imterpretation, Oslmsmer concades, has been supported by another
sentence contaiped im "Primciples end Aims™s "Tho SED aspires towards the demo—
eratic way te socialism: it will, however., resord to revnintismary means once
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the capitalist class places itself beyond the pals of democracy” (wenn die
kapitalictische Klasse den Joden der Demokratic verlsesst). This sentence,
Celssner stateg flativ, is untris because:

a. It 1o Incorrzct Lo contrast the democratieway and revolutionary methods.
There is no more democratic aet than the masses! taking their fate into
thelr owm hands s they did in the October Revolution, which was thas
noat denocratic revslution in world history.

b. 1% is incorreet to assume that socialism could be attained throurh the
enrilcyment of non—revolutionary rethods, beesuse it involves a funda-
nental chanre in proyerty rishts, methods of rroduction (capitelist oxe
dloitation), ete.

Celsaner points out that all matters of doubd still romeining have to be obliterates
onee the new Tarty statute has been passed. The Politbilro draft clesrly states

in a prea~ble that "The Party in all i“s activities is muidsd by the theory of
tarx, Dagels, Lenin, Stalin, :
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